










Artist Statement
 

When deciding what to feature in my painting exhibit at the Karpeles Manuscript Library 
Museum (Jacksonville, FL), I found they were featuring Dr. David Karpeles’ Florence Nightingale 
manuscripts.  I wanted to paint a tribute to the pioneer of modern nursing. I began my research at 
the Library of Congress (Washington, DC) and in England (Florence Nightingale Museum/London; 
British Army Museum; Lea Hurst/home of Robert and Margaret Aram; Claydon House/a National 
Trust site – where I was Artist in Residence/April 2010; and utilized multiple Internet sites. I 
am proud to present seven original paintings with posters showcasing the Karpeles Museums’ 
manuscripts detailing how her legend continues to have an effect on people and healthcare 
systems around the world. Threading her story with mine became an obsession. I urge you to read 
the poem “Santa Filomena” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, and “The Charge of the Light Brigade” 
by Alfred, Lord Tennyson, as well as her “Notes on Nursing.”

My caring and compassionate late mother, Nelle Rucker Wood, was a Registered Nurse and my creative and wonderful 
late mother-in-law, Mina Larsen Mulrain, an artist. My personal career path includes being a healthcare executive for more 
than 20 years. I am a widow and fully understand the impact a nurse can and does have on our personal life. Together, 
this journey has taken me thousands miles and through thousands of pages of books and manuscripts, as I have tried to 
define the essence, passions and character of Miss Nightingale in order to present her story on canvas. An amazing woman 
of clarity and common sense, Florence transformed nursing into a notable profession which has continued to grow and 
expand into the 21st century. The quality and delivery of healthcare today is our global challenge and she has cast a long 
shadow, one in which Dr. Jean Watson continues to carry her torch in this millennium. Nursing embodies a human factor 
of bringing comfort and healing to others in time of need. Each of us should celebrate those who have chosen nursing as 
a profession and salute the collective care and compassion nurses provide our global family. It is my pleasure to bring this 
Exhibit to the people of Panama City, Panama.

The greatest of all inventions and discoveries in the world are those that now seem simple and obvious. 
Considering those we may remark, “That is so simple, why didn’t I think of that?”  

However, we say this only after someone else has thought of it.  
Would the invention of the “wheel” have been simple to us if we were living 7000 years ago?  

Would “cleanliness in hospitals” have been so obvious if we were living before Florence Nightingale? 
The world would not be as it is today without the epiphanies of a few special people. 

David Karpeles, The Karpeles Manuscript Library Museums
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“Nursing is an art; and if it is to be made an art, it requires as exclusive a devotion, as hard a preparation,  
as any painter’s or sculptor’s work,” wrote Florence Nightingale in 1867.  

Today, nearly one hundred years from her passing,  
Nightingale remains an important figure for those who follow in her footsteps.  

I would like to congratulate Joanelle Mulrain on this epic work  
and hope that those who find their way to the exhibition at Karpeles Manuscript Library Museum will be inspired.” 

Caroline Worthington, Executive Director, The Florence Nightingale Museum (London, England)

“Florence Nightingale was a special lady, a pioneer of her time. Her devotion and resolution to further the 
improvement of medical care and nursing is still felt around the world one hundred years after her passing. 

One can only speculate about the qualities that make up such a person: Intelligence, Virtue, Resilience, Faith, 
Kindness, Determination? Joanelle has captured these qualities within the details of her work, but above all this 

series of paintings buzz’ with a vibrancy and energy of life which Florence most defiantly possessed” 
Philip Warner, Curator, Claydon House, The National Trust, United Kingdom

For prints and cards go to:  www.florencenightingaleexhibit.com  
Are you a nurse? Share your story on www.thenursinginspirationproject.com, the global blog for nursing professionals!

©2010 Mulrain Resource Group – All Rights Reserved – Jacksonville, Florida USA

This Exhibit is made possible with the generous support by the  
Embassy of United States of America

Presented byIn cooperation with


